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March 28, 2016 

Parents Always Worried About the Company We Keep – With Good 

Reason 

A universal fact: whoever we are or were, there was a time when our parents 

evaluated what childhood friends we kept. As children we rarely understood 

that concern. Fast forward to our grown up years that concern does not 

change, even when our parents are no longer with us. Whether we are still 

teenagers, married with children or deep into adulthood, the company we 

keep matters. 

With respect to our safety on the road, how we behave depends on who we are with. We 

are influenced by the company we keep. This is no less evident than in the scenario of us 

as riders of motorcycles out for an early spring adventure. 

March 27, 2016 was one of those early-spring, Easter Sundays in southern Ontario. 

Warm and sunny. A perfect day for those friends with motorcycles to get together and go 

for a spin. But here it matters what company you keep. Below we see a bunch of early-

spring buddies going on a happy adventure on Easter Sunday. 



 

A bunch of motorcycling buddies get together for spin on a beautiful, early-spring, 
Easter Sunday in southern Ontario. 

There is a primeval, wolf-pack mentality here as the friends want to stay together. But 

there is often a risk-taker amongst a group and this is the problem. We see a slower- 

moving, white vehicle and, on their own, some riders might just decide to stay behind. 

But not all. As shown below, the risk-taker in the pack decides to pass and the rest of the 

riders feel the urge to follow. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/214-2.jpg


 

The riskiest rider in the group passes the slower vehicle and the rest of the motorcycle 
wolf pack feel the urge to follow. 

While it may have been safe for the first rider to make the passing motion that is 

unlikely to so for the rest of the pack as it takes time for each rider to make the passing 

motion and the road conditions change. For example, in the above photo we see that 

there is a curve warning in the background. 

(Additions to be made shortly) 
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March 25, 2016 

Abbey Road 2016 

 

A mysterious music lover was found wandering the pedestrian crossings of London 
without his three buddies, nor a concern about traffic. 

 

March 24, 2016 

Death of Driver In Low Severity Impact on Highway 401 near 

Drumbo Should Require An Explanation 

An unacceptable number of instances are occurring involving fatal motor vehicle 

collisions where the circumstances are questionable yet insufficient notification is 

provided to the public. The most recent case involved the death of a westbound driver 

on Highway 401 near Drumbo Road on Wednesday, March 23, 2016. It was reported 

that the deceased’s vehicle impacted the rear of an SUV and then travelled into a 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/21-9.jpg


roadside ditch. Police provided photos of the two vehicles and these indicate that there 

was minimal damage from the impact and possibly moderate damage to the front 

underside of the deceased’s vehicle likely from the impact with the ditch. Below is a 

small photo the deceased’s vehicle on the flatbed of a tow truck. 

 

View of the deceased’s vehicle on the flatbed of a tow truck. The right front wheel 
appears to have been pushed back and there is a crease along the vehicle’s right side. 

Such damage indicates a collision severity that should not be of sufficient magnitude to 

cause fatal injuries, especially in consideration of the modern safety systems available 

on most passenger vehicles. The low severity of the impact is also demonstrated from 

the minimal damage on the rear end of the the struck SUV, as shown below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Mar-23-16-Fatal-Hwy-401-Wb-at-Drumbo-Rd-Cropped.jpg


 

View of the minimal damage caused to the rear end of the SUV. 

If the cause of death was from a medical condition such as a heart attack that preceded 

the collision events then the police should be obligated to provide that explanation. 

Whether a death occurs in an apparent motor vehicle accident or under any 

circumstances, it is imperative that an explanation be provided when those 

circumstances do not provide a logically understandable cause. An unacceptable 

number of traffic incidents are reported where a sufficient explanation is not provided 

or that explanation leaves doubt as to its accuracy. 

March 23, 2016 

Another Unexplained Drowning – Hyundai Plunges Into Credit 

River in Mississauga, Ontario  

Witnesses claimed the vehicle was travelling at high speed. Witnesses saw the vehicle 

semi-submerged. Witnesses attempted to free the driver but had problems with the 

seat-belt. The driver is reported to be deceased. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/IMG_2153.jpg


All the above were reported in news accounts of a female driver’s death when her 

Hyundai passenger car drove into the Credit River in Mississauga, Ontario, around 1600 

hours on Monday, March 21, 2016. The general layout of the event is shown in the 

Figure below. 

 

Likely path of the Hyundai prior to its travel into the Credit River. 

Yet no one appeared to particularly care about obtaining some answers. 

Why did the vehicle enter the water at a reported high speed? It would seem to be an 

unusual way of committing suicide as there could be easier and more certain ways to 

accomplishing that task. 

Entering into a rather deep body of water means that a vehicle’s speed will be lost 

rapidly. Therefore, given the apparent distance that the vehicle travelled into the river 

would suggest that the vehicle would have to be travelling far more quickly than would 

typically occur in the small confines of the parking lot in the vicinity of the boat launch. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Picture1-2.jpg


Therefore it is far more likely that the vehicle accelerated to a high speed while travelling 

along Port Street, as shown in the above figure. 

Surveying the area via Google Maps provides the view shown in the Figure below, which 

is looking along Port Street from John Street, and looking toward the Credit River. 

 

View looking along Port Street toward the Credit River from John Street, approximately 
one block away. 

The next view shows the approach to the boat launch parking lot next to the Credit 

River. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Picture3-1.jpg


 

One can imagine that, if the driver experienced an unintended sudden acceleration, the 

most obvious direction that the driver would direct the vehicle would be in the small gap 

to the left of the road in the above figure that would take the vehicle past the trees or any 

parked vehicles, and into the parking lot. The entrance into the water would simply be 

the last resort and there would be no other avenue of escape. 

A medical condition might be considered as a reason for this action. Often investigators 

have hypothesized that a driver suffering a heart attack would make a hard application 

to a foot pedal. In our opinion there is no credible support for such speculation. 

Once in the water a vehicle does not just plummet to the bottom. In fact vehicles with 

closed windows and doors manage to stay afloat for extended times. Certainly sufficient 

time for a driver to undo a seat belt and consider a plan of action. While the female 

driver was reported to be elderly it is not clear why rescuers were unsuccessful in 

helping her. Reports indicated that witnesses saw the vehicle enter the water therefore 

rescuers should have arrived at the vehicle quite quickly, and possibly even before it 

became fully submerged. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Picture5-1.jpg


There are many questions about this incident that no one involved in the official 

investigation has offered to answer. 

March 22, 2016 

Multiple-Fatal Highway Transit Bus Collisions – The Facts No One 

Wants To Know 

 

Why did 13 students perish in this bus rollover when there is little evidence of any 
damage to its structure? 

It remains a puzzling fact of human nature how little questioning is done when multiple 

fatalities occur during inter-city transit bus rollovers. It is as if bus rollovers are deemed 

to be unavoidable and fatal injuries during a rollover are an obvious, inevitable 

consequence. These myths persist and continue to result in needless, senseless 

tragedies. Gorski Consulting has written about this issue in several News items uploaded 

to the News page of its website. Now, we have prepared an article dealing specifically 

with this dangerous occurrence and this has just be uploaded to the Articles page of this 

Gorski Consulting website. 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Picture1.jpg


March 18, 2016 

Characteristics of Tire Marks Influenced by Soft Shoulders – Part 5 

 

Shoulder re-grading causes tire marks to become more visible and intriguing. 

In a continuation of our study of tire marks on unpaved surfaces Gorski Consulting has 

now uploaded a fifth article which provides more details with respect to tire marks 

produced by road graders on soft shoulders. Readers can access this latest article on the 

Articles page of this Gorski Consulting website. 

 

 

 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/225-With-text.jpg


March 15, 2016 

Characteristics of Tire Marks Influenced by Soft Shoulders – Part 4 

 

How is the character of tire marks affected by the re-grading of gravel shoulder? 

In this fourth article in our series discussing tire marks on unpaved surfaces, 

we focus on the issue of soft shoulders that are created when road graders stir 

up the shoulder surface. The character of tire marks, and how visible they will 

be, depends on the quality of the surface on which they ride. When the surface 

is soft then tire marks are more visible and this is part of the discussion that is 

presented in this new article. The full article has been uploaded to the Articles 

pages of the Gorski Consulting website and we encourage interested readers to 

take a look. 

 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/272.jpg


March 12, 2016 

ET-Plus Terminal Impacts – Evaluation of Their In-Service 

Performance 

 

A compliance test of an ET-Plus terminal causes the rail to pierce the driver’s door of a 
test vehicle. This questionable result is compared to the damage of these terminals 

found in real-life impacts. 

A rather lengthy article has just been posted to the Articles page of the Gorski 

Consulting website discussing the latest examinations of impact-damaged ET-Plus 

terminals in Southern Ontario. The damage to six ET-Plus terminals is documented. 

Also, the impact damage to a SKT terminal, manufactured by Road Systems Inc. of Big 

Spring Texas, has also been documented. SKT terminals appear to be the replacement 

for the ET-Plus as many jurisdictions in Ontario appear to be installing them on their 

highways. The article is lengthy only because it contains a large number of photos of the 

damage. The text of the article is rather short. We invite interested readers to visit our 

Articles webpage to review the article. 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Picture21.jpg


March 11, 2016 

Remote ODB-II Devices – Do They Interfere With Electronic 

Functioning of Vehicles? 

While many urban myths and wives tales may exist on the internet, some of those may 

not be so. Gorski Consulting has been monitoring various comments of automotive 

engineers and consultants with respect to their concerns that remote OBD-II devices 

have been known to interfere with the proper functioning of electronic equipment of 

vehicles. Such add-on hardware is what some insurance companies have been asking 

their customers to install into the diagnostic link connector port that is located on the 

lower instrument panel below the steering wheel. The insurer promises lower rates for 

those drivers who allow data about their driving habits to be downloaded by the insurer 

from such add-on devices. With respect to comments of respectable engineering experts, 

here is one comment: 

“…all of these devices are based on the same base hardware. They all have the 

potential to create the same problems with vehicles. I have tested both insurance and 

non-insurance devices and have found the same issues for both. Sticking with the 

insurance topic, one major insurance company has since recalled all of its devices due 

to vehicle disruption problems.” 

Whether or not such problems truly exist is not something that Gorski Consulting can 

confirm or deny. However such discussion demonstrates the complexity that exists in 

modern vehicle technology such that few persons are actually in the sufficient “know” to 

provide an authoritative and accurate opinion. More importantly if such interference in 

functioning of a motor vehicle were to result in a motor vehicle collision it is highly 

unlikely that a typical investigator would have the knowhow to demonstrate that the 

add-on equipment was a factor in the crash. 

March 6, 2016 

Toyota Rav4 Seat Belt Defect – A Maze of Confusion 

The news media has given much praise for Transport Canada’s uncovering of a defect in 

2006 to 2012 Toyota RAV4s whereby, in high energy frontal impacts the rear seat belt 



webbing could be cut by the seat hardware. This discovery was made after an 

investigation into a double-fatality collision in May of 2011 in New Glasgow, Nova 

Scotia. In that collision a RAV4 and a GMC pick-up truck collided with almost full 

overlap of the front ends. The two front seat occupants of the RAV4 survived while the 

two rear occupants sustained fatal injuries. 

A photograph showing the left rear seat belt webbing which had been separated shows 

two points of evidence that were not revealed to the general public. Point one is that the 

seat belt webbing was “roped” within the sliding tongue (latch plate) and point two is 

that there was evidence of heavy loading in terms of longitudinal striations of the 

webbing near that sliding tongue. These facts indicate that there was a substantial force 

applied to the webbing by the body of the occupant before the webbing was torn. The 

roping of the webbing within the sliding tongue also suggests there was likely an 

inappropriate interaction between the pelvic area of the occupant and the seat belt 

before the webbing was torn. Given the amount of loading evident on the webbing it is 

unlikely that there was much remaining “ride down” of the occupant after the webbing 

was torn and therefore its injury potential is suspect. 

Yes, it is an undesirable outcome that a seat belt webbing should be torn. But it is also 

an undesirable outcome when an occupant’s body interacts improperly with the seat belt 

during the heavy loading which would likely have been the primary cause of the 

occupant’s injury. For example the right rear occupant’s seat belt was reportedly not 

separated during the collision yet that person perished. So clearly the issue of danger is 

not related to the separation but is related to what happened just before the separation, 

whether the separation occurred or not. 

This is an example of how the news media do not understand the important facts and 

report such matters without realizing the harm that is done. Because what the news 

media should be focusing on is the issue of why there was an inappropriate interaction 

between the bodies of the occupants and their seat belts. This is a classic case of waving 

a bright, red herring in the eyes of the public while failing to understand that future 

fatalities may occur because the proper issue was not addressed. 
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